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Town/City: = Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
South Eastham 


Address: 10 Corliss Way 
Historic Name: Freeman Jr & Joanna Knowles House 
Uses: Present: single-family residence 

Original: single-family residence 
Date of Construction: ca. 1848 
Source: deeds, historic maps, censuses, vital statistics 
Style/Form: Greek Revival/1-sty front-gable block 
Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: stone 


Wall/Trim: wood clapboard/wood 


Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
Garage, early 20" c. 
Shop, mid-20" c. 

Major Alterations (with dates): 
Exterior chimney added, mid-20"" c. 
Skylights added, late 20°" c. 


Condition: good 

Moved: no] yesL] Date: 

Acreage: 0.69 

Setting: The house is sited on the east side of the state 


highway in the midst of a mid-20"-century subdivision 
created on the farm once associated with it. 


12/12 Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Freeman Jr & Joanna Knowles House, built ca. 1848 is a one-story wood-frame single dwelling with an unusually large plan 
and four-bay front-gable fagade decorated with wide paneled pilasters, a pronounced cornice along the roof edge and tall friezes 
that wrap around on to the side walls. An off-center entrance has sidelights and is enveloped by a trabeated architrave; windows 
have wide surrounds. Three windows upper-story windows are contained in the gable and surmounted by a triangular window at 
the apex. There was no porch to obscure the massive Grecian doorway. Side walls each contain three windows corresponding 
to rooms within. A brick chimney has been added to the exterior of the southerly wall between the front and middle windows 
suggesting a large room extent in that location. A one-story, gable roof kitchen wing is attached to the rear; it is recessed behind 
the house on the northerly side where an entrance is located. 


The house is sited at the front of a deep narrow lot arbitrarily created in a seaside subdivision. It is set back from the state 
highway behind a large lawn with mature trees. Side yards are smaller, with a large open space in the rear where an early-20"- 
century, wood frame one-car garage is paired with a more recent shop building. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

The house at 10 Corliss Way appears on the 1858 map of Eastham marked “F. Knowles” and was probably built for Freeman 
Knowles Jr. (1821-1909) about the time of his marriage to Joanna F. Smith in 1848. One of numerous men bearing that name in 
Eastham, this Freeman Knowles was the son of Freeman Knowles (1779-1843) and Martha (Patty) Mayo (1790-1851). Freeman 
Knowles Sr. was a salt manufacturer and a farmer and, according to one family history, “bought up most of the land on both 
sides of the Town Cove Road and below the ancient Eastham Cemetery” he built his own hipped-roof Federal house just north 
of the cemetery, at 1220 State Highway, by 1820.’ Freeman Sr. died after a fall in 1843, and beginning in 1850 his children— 
Temperance, wife of Isaiah Doane; Edmund F.; Freeman Jr.; Hannah L., wife of James Rogers; Josiah M.; and William 
Freeman—began to divide his land among themselves. The 1858 and 1880 maps show Freeman Knowles Jr. between his 
brother Edmund F. on the north and his sister Hannah Rogers on the south; brother Edmund’s house was south of his sister 
Hannah's. 


In 1848 Freeman Knowles Jr., then a mariner, married Joanna F. Smith, the daughter of Freeman and Phebe Gill Smith of 
Eastham, and the 1850 census lists him with $731 in real property in a household with his wife, daughter Esther (who died in 
1852), and an 18-year-old boarder. In 1852 son Walter Osborne Knowles was born, followed by Esther Anna (1858-1904), 
Freeman Ellsworth (1861-1925), and James Paxton Knowles (1873-1932). The property passed (though no deed clearly 
indicates as much) to son James Paxton, who lived in his parents’ household in 1880 and was farming with his father. In 1895 
Joanna F. Knowles died, and by 1900 the widowed Freeman Knowles Jr. and his son James P. shared the household with 
Freeman's widowed daughter Esther Lincoln, her two children Ada and Frank, and a boarding farm worker. Son Freeman E. 
Knowles lived next door with his wife Nettie and their three sons. 


In 1906 James P. Knowles married Mellie L. Walker, a native and resident of Boston whose father, Nathan S. Walker, was an 
Eastham native; his brother Freeman E. Knowles had married her cousin, Nettie F. Walker, in 1884. In 1909 Freeman Knowles 
died, and in 1910 the census lists James P. Knowles and his wife in what was later numbered 10 Corliss Way.” Both James and 
his brother Freeman E. were asparagus farmers (and James carted materials for resurfacing town roads and repairing the town 
library in 1903), and both were listed on State Highway; Corliss Way did not yet exist. James and Mellie Walker Knowles had 
two children, Marie Louise, born in 1917, and James P. Jr., born in 1918. Knowles was still farming in 1930, and he died in 1932. 


1 Virginia Knowles Hufbauer, Descendants of Richard Knowles, 1637-1973 (San Diego CA: Ventures International, 1974), 156, 283, 458. 

? Freeman Knowles to James P. Knowles, 24 July 1894, BCD 214:346, transferred 7/8 of an acre but mentioned no buildings; on the same day 
Knowles transferred to sons Freeman E. and Walter O. other parcels, and in 1898 older brother Walter, then living in Lynn sold land he owned 
in Eastham to James P. Knowles (BCD 293:261). 
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In 1938 Mellie Knowles, both individually and as guardian for her minor son, and her daughter Marie sold what the deeds termed 
the James P. Knowles homestead to Warren Rowe Corliss of Braintree.? Corliss, born in Somerville in 1888, had acquired two 
adjacent lots with buildings that stretched to Town Cove in 1933 from C. H. and Cornelia D. Dorflinger of White Mills, 
Pennsylvania, who had acquired these parcels from James P. Knowles in 1913 and 1914. Early in his working life Corliss was a 
salesman for H. J. Heinz Company in Cambridge and by the 1930s had his own food brokerage firm in Boston, W. R. Corliss 
Company. He, his wife Lois, and their daughter Dorothy had been summer residents of South Wellfleet in the late 1920s. During 
the Second World War he worked for the federal War Production Board. 


In 1938, the year he bought property from Mellie Knowles, Corliss prepared a plan that subdivided his land—with a right of way 
from the state highway to the Cove that became Corliss Way—and in August of that year he sold 4.69 acres with the 10 Corliss 
Way house on it to Harry S. and Helen F. Young of Boston. He and his wife kept the parcel that bordered Town Cove, and the 
1940 census lists him as absent but part of a household in this part of Eastham that included his wife Lois, his married daughter 
Dorothy Ormsby, Dorothy’s infant daughter Sandra, and 4 lodgers. 


Harry S. Young was, like Corliss, a food manufacturers’ agent, and he worked on the same floor of the same Boston building 
that Corliss did. Born in New York State about 1874, Young was living in Brookline and working in Boston in 1924, and by 1926 
he and his wife Helen were living in Cambridge. By 1940 the census described him as a sales manager for Campbell's Soup 
Company. He died in 1971 in Eastham or Orleans, and his widow continued to live in the 10 Corliss Way house, described in 
inheritance tax documents as a single-family wood frame house on 0.7 acre with a one-car garage. In 1976 Helen Young’s 
conservator sold 10 Corliss Way to Douglas R. and Irene Fleming, then living in Rome. Douglas Fleming was living in Madison, 
Virginia, when he sold the Eastham property in 1984 to Eric S. and Ingrid L. Moyer of Wayland, who owned it until 2000. They 
sold to Thomas H., Dominick J., and Anne E. Crucitti, and in 2008 Thomas and Anne Crucitti sold 10 Corliss Way to Philip G. 
Macdonald of Boulder, Colorado, the owner of record in 2020.* 
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Warren Corliss’s 1938 subdivision plan indicates that he sold Parcel A, where 10 Corliss Way stands, to Harry S. 
and Helen F. Young; the right of way from State Highway between the parcels is now Corliss Way. (BCP 58:37) 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 


(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 


View from NE. 
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View of outbuildings from north. 
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[Delete this page if no Criteria Statement is prepared] 


National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form 


Check all that apply: 
XX] Individually eligible [_] Eligible only in a historic district 


_] Contributing to a potential historic district _] Potential historic district 


Criterias [KK] A [|] B xX Cc EI D 


Criteria Considerations: [] A LE] B [EJ Cc EJ] D [J] E ~J F [] G 


Statement of Significance by Neil Larson 
The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 


The Freeman Jr & Joanna Knowles House, a large story-and-a-half front-gable type house with distinctive Greek 
Revival decoration built in ca.1848, appears to be significant under National Register Criterion C as a distinctive 
example of 19'-century domestic architecture in the Town of Eastham. In form, plan and massing, the house 
represents a departure from the traditional New England center-chimney plan for a modern and stylish alternative. 
It expresses a generational shift and an era of prosperity in the town. The house presents an unusual four-bay 
front fagade with an offset trabeated entrance and massive trim at the corners and roof edge. The property is also 
significant under Criterion A for its association with the Knowles family who owned most of the land in the vicinity 
of Town Cove. Freeman Knowles, Jr., a mariner, built the house on land he inherited from his father, a farmer and 
salt manufacturer. Like many mariners, once he owned adequate land, Knowles retired from the sea to a life of 
farming. He married Johanna F. Smith in 1848 and their son, James P. Knowles took over the farm; the farm 
remained in the family until 1938 when it was sold and subdivided into lots for summer cottages. The house 
retains a significant level of integrity of design, materials and workmanship. 
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